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�

When it is night, an opossum wakes.
She hunts for insects to feed her babies.

�

A dog frightens the opossum.
The opossum freezes. She stays still and 
plays dead.She hunts for insects to feed her babies.She hunts for insects to feed her babies.

�

Opossums do not like the light. 
Daytime is bright. 
An opossum sees better at night.

Fluency/Reading a 
Decodable Book 
Core Decodable 76: The Opossum at Night 

Phonics Focus: /ī/ Spelled _igh
High-Frequency Words
Review the high-frequency word sleep that students 
learned in Blending by writing it on the board, spelling 
the word, and having students say the word. Have a 
volunteer use the word in a sentence. Review other 
high-frequency words by pointing to them in the High-
Frequency Word Bank and having students read them.

Reading the Decodable
✦ Follow Routine 9, reading a Decodable, as you read 

the story with students.

✦ Have students read the title, browse the story, and 
discuss what they think the story will be about.

✦ The first time through, have students read a page 
silently. Then have one student read it aloud. Repeat 
this procedure for each page.

✦ Reread the story at least twice, calling on various 
students to read. Then have the entire class do a choral 
reading of the story.

Responding
✦ After reading, be sure to talk about the story and 

answer any questions students have. Ask students to 
identify any difficult words in the book.

✦ Have students retell the story.

Theme: What’s the Weather?T300
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