The Most Beautiful Roof in the World  Les<on

Inquiry Rubric
During Workshop, assess students using the rubric below. The rubric ranges from

1 to 4, with 1 being the lowest score. Students must demonstrate the use of all
skills or proficiencies leading up to a given score to achieve that score.

Making a Conjecture

1 Offers conjectures that are mainly expressions of fact or opinion rather than
true conjectures.

2 Offers conjectures that only partially address the research question.

3 Offers conjectures that address the research question with guesses.

4 Offers reasonable conjectures that address the question and can be improved
through further research.
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3. “The Most Beautiful Roof in the World" by Kathryn Lasky
Possible Answer Each rain forest organism is very important

to its habitat. The removal of one could have a major effect.
For example, without ants, bromeliads could take over and
“choke” many of the trees in the rain forest.

Scientists such as Lowman observe the balance between
organisms in the rain forest. Their research may help alert us
to any potential problems within this vital habitat.

4. “Alejandro’s Gift” by Richard E. Albert

Possible Answer Animals are drawn to food and water. Most
wild animals, however, are frightened of humans and will avoid
contact if possible. It is best to observe animals indirectly and
in their natural environment.

5. “The Day They Parachuted Cats on Borneo” by Charlotte Pomerantz
Possible Answer Each organism is very important to its food

web. By tampering with one organism in the web, we can
negatively affect countless other animals and have a major
effect on the environment. Small ecological problems in a
specific part of the world can end up having a large impact on
things that happen in the rest of the world.
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To help students support
their inquiries or expand
their knowledge of a topic,
have them read the Leveled
Science Readers. If students are working in a

group, encourage them to share their information
with their group members. Use each student’s
score from the previous lesson assessment to
diagnose the appropriate Leveled Science Reader.

LEVELED READERS

for Science

Formal Assessment

Use the Inquiry Rubric to assess students’
ability to find to assess students’ ability to
make conjectures.

Differentiating "
Instruction.  English Learner

IF ... students need help formulating
sentences to form their conjectures,
THEN ... introduce the linguistic pattern
| think that ____ because ____.
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