
Student Work

Brainstorming Ideas in the Writer's Notebook

Brainstorming occurs during Teaching Example 1: Introduction and
Brainstorming. The children begin brainstorming as a class, but they generate
their own lists, which allows them to make their own choices.

Delano



Qadeem



Writer's Workbook, pages 26-27

These pages are completed in Teaching Example 2: Planning. The children
identify their audience and purpose in writing, and plan what they will say in
their letters.

Qadeem, page 26



Ariana, page 27



Comprehension and Language Arts Skills, pages 58-59

These Comprehension and Language Arts Skills pages on audience and purpose
are completed in Teaching Example 3: Writing the First Draft. Mr. Ohmer works
with the children to complete these pages together. This helps Mr. Ohmer
identify children who are having difficulty identifying audiences and purposes for
writing. He can work with those students who need additional help during
Workshop.



Qadeem, pages 58-59



Delano, page 58



Ariana, page 59



Friendly Letters: First Drafts

In Teaching Example 3: Writing the First Draft, the children write the first drafts
of their friendly letters.

Delano's first draft



Qadeem's first draft



Friendly Letters: Revised and Proofread Drafts

In Teaching Examples 4 and 5, the children revise and proofread their letters.

Delano's revisions



Jimmie's revisions



Kiara's revisions



Qadeem's revised and proofread version



Friendly Letters: Final Drafts

After revising and proofreading their letters, the children write their final drafts.
They publish these letters by sharing them with the class. They may also choose
to send them to their intended audiences.

Qadeem



Kiara



Delano



Ariana



Thank You Letters

In the previous writing lesson in Unit 4, Lessons 6-10, Mr. Ohmer and his class
wrote thank you notes. These are the final versions of a couple of their letters.

Essence

Ashley



Writing Folders

Mr. Ohmer has created a writing folder for each child. Similar to the Open Court
Reading Writing Folders, he has divided them into two sections: Completed Work
and Work in Progress. This helps children keep their work organized.



Proofreading Marks

Mr. Ohmer glues a copy of the important first grade proofreading marks onto
each child's writing folder. By the end of first grade, children are expected to use
these marks in their proofreading. Use of these marks makes writing more
manageable for the children. They know their use of proofreading marks makes
the process easier, since they don't have to recopy their work every time.



Writing Assessment Rubrics

Mr. Ohmer has copied the Writing Assessment Rubrics from the Open Court
Reading ©2002 Unit 4 Teacher's Edition, page T297, and posted them in the
classroom. He does this periodically, not for every piece, but for one or two
writing lessons in each unit. Posting these rubrics lets the children know what
Mr. Ohmer expects of them and that this is a writing piece that needs to be
completed in its entirety.


